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JANUARY 28 (legislative day, JANUARY 10), 1952.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
{To accompany 8. 1333] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 


(S. 1333) for the relief of Maria Seraphenia Egawa, having considered 
the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recom- 
mends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to waive the racial barrier to admission 
into the United States in behalf of a minor half-Japanese child pres- 
ently residing in Japan with Sgt. and Mrs. Elmer F. Grant, who are 
citizens of the United States. The child would be considered to be a 
nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by the alien 
minor children of citizens of the United States. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 4-year-old Japanese war orpham 
who was released from an orphanage under the custody of Sgt. and 
Mrs. Elmer F. Grant, who are United States citizens. Sergeant Grant 
is on duty in Japan with our Armed Forces. 

A letter dated November 26, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 


Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 
My pear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1333) for the relief of Maria Sera- 
phenia Egawa, an alien. 
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The bill would provide that, for the purposes of sections 4 (a) and 9 of the 
Immigration Act of 1924, and notwithstanding any provisions excluding from 
admission to the United States persons of races ineligible to citizenship, Maria 
Seraphenia Egawa, a minor half-Japanese child, shall be considered the alien 
natural-born child of Sgt. and Mrs. Elmer F. Grant, citizens of the United States. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the beneficiary of this bill is a 4-year-old girl who is a Japanese war 
orphan. She is residing in Japan with Sgt. and Mrs. Elmer F. Grant who have 
taken steps to adopt her. Sergeant Grant was born in Yonkers, N. Y., on 
February 4, 1917, and attended school in that city. In 1938 he joined the New 
York National Guard and was called into active service with the United States 
Army in 1940. He saw foreign service during World War II, and received an 
honorable discharge. On August 26, 1945, he married Geraldine Spencer of 
Mount Vernon, N. Y. Sergeant Grant reenlisted 1 year after his marriage, and 
he and his wife have been in Japan for the past 2 vears. 

Since the child appears to be of at least 50 percent Japanese blood, she is 
racially ineligible to citizenship under section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940 
and the-efore inadmissible to the United States under section 13 (c) of the Immi- 
gration Act of 1924. In the absence of special legislation, she will not be able to 
enter the United States for permanent residence. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General, 


Senator Irving M. Ives, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in support of the bill: 


E1cut THousanp AND E1GgHTeentH Composite Service Co., 
APO 5, c/o Postmaster, San Francisco, Calif., December 5, 1950. 
Senator Irvina M. Ivgs, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: In reference to your letter of October 3, 1950, the following addi- 
tional information is submitted. From the orphanage we learned that the child 
in question was born on December 23, 1946, at Temiya machi 3 chome 13, Otaru, 
Hokkaido, Japan. The daughter of Kimiko Egawa and an American father 
(unknown). The latest information we have been able to obtain regarding the 
child’s father is that he was a member of the Wildcats the first American airborne 
unit to be stationed in Japan after the Pacific war. Attempts to learn of his 
identity to this point have been in vain. 

The child’s mother Kimiko Egawa is a married woman with two children age 
11 and 17 and for this reason has consented to our adopting the baby. The 
child since birth was kept in hiding until February 1949 when she was admitted 
to the Aomori Orphanage where she remained until my wife and I took her into 
our home. 

We have become very attached to the baby and want very much to keep her. 
We sincerely hope that with your help this will be made possible since we cannot 
have a child of our own. 

A medical examination of the baby has been made to determine whether or not 
the child has any communicable diseases and a negative report has been returned 
to us by the post surgeon. Records from the orphanage indicate that no heredi- 
tary diseases exist in the mother’s family. 

From the Red Cross we have obtained enclosed copies of the immigration laws 
concerning orientals being admitted to the United States which after reading 
have raised our hopes of you being able to help us very much. 

In reference to my wife and I: I was born and raised in Yonkers, N. Y., where 
I lived until I was 23 years of age at which time I enlisted in the Army for a 
career. 

I returned home on July 26, 1945 and married my wife the former, Geraldine 
Spencer of Mount Vernon, N. Y. We have had a very bappy marriage, our only 
misfortune being a physical condition which will not permit my wife, who is 30 
years old, to have any children. 

Born Februery 4, 1917, I come from a family of four boys and one girl, my 
father died in 19382. The rest of the family are all in very good health and still 
residing in Yonkers, N. Y. 
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My wife’s father is also deceased, and left a family of 6 daughters, a son, and 11 
grandchildren, all now living in Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, and White Plains, 
N. Y. They are all in good health and so far as I know there is no hereditary 
disease in either family. 

Enclosed is a picture of the baby we are hoping so much you will be able to 
make ours, The child has been baptized a Catholic with the given name of Maria 
Seraphenia. However we desire to call her Nancy Maria Grart. The child is 
now 3 years and 11 months old, is 39 inches tall, and weights 35 pounds, has brown 
hair, brown eyes, and a very light complexion. 

We sincerely hope and pray that with your help and the help of God we will be 
permitted to give the baby a good home and a chance for the kind of life that we, 
as Americans, believe in. The orphanage in Aomori will give you any additional 
information concerning the baby you desire as the sisters there want very much 
for us to have her. 

In appreciation for any and all help you can render us my wife and I remain. 

Yours truly, 


Sgt. Etmer F. Granv. 


CERTIFICATE 


Post DISPENSARY, 
APO 5, January 22, 1951. 
This is to certify that Nancy Grant, age 4 years is free of any evidence of 
communicable disease. This includes syphilis (serologic tests negative) and 
tuberculosis (chest X-ray negative). 
GEORGE A. CHALFANT, 
Captain, Surgeon, Medical Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS Camp HAUGEN, 
APO 5, January 25, 1961. 
Hon, Irvine M. Ives, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Mr. Ives: After a personal interview with Sergeant First Class and 
Mrs. Geraldine Grant here in my office, I am taking the liberty of writing you 
regarding the background and character of these people. 

Sergeant Grant has a total of 10% half years in the Armed Forces. He has 
spent 7 years overseas. Two of these 7 years have been spent in this command. 

His most recent position here has been in our commissary where he has served 
for the past 18 months. He has fulfilled his duties conscientiously and efficiently. 
We have found him to be loyal, honest, and fair in his dealings with the public. 

He and his wife have maintained a home here. Both are very stable socially. 
They evidence a keen interest in their home, and for the past year and half have 
been working to adopt this little girl. They are thoughtful and considerate 
and take a strong interest in their church and its activities. 

I feel Sergeant Grant’s character qualifies him for assuming the responsibilities 
involved in the proposed adoption of the little girl, and I have every reason to 
believe that such an arrangement will be most successful. Therefore I sincerely 
hope that you will do everything in your power to help this couple obtain legal 
authorization to take the child in question back home with them upon their 
return to the States. 

I have seen the child and her physical characteristics are such that she will fit 
in perfectly with occidental people. 

Howarp W. TURNER, 
Colonel, Artillery, Commanding. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, ts 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1333) should be enacted. 
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